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THE  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1907. 




Reynoldston, 

January  Ist^  1908. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cower 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  fifth  Annual  Report  regarding  the 
health  of  the  District,  also  bringing  to  your  notice  the  improvements 
that  have  been  made  with  regard  to  sanitation  and  the  prevention 
of  disease  as  far  as  possible,  I think  that  1907  was  distinctly  in 
advance  of  previous  years. 

The  widening  of  the  roads,  although  a long  and  tedious 
undertaking,  causing  much  inconvenience  for  the  time  being,  has 
been  the  means  directly  and  indirectly  of  abating  many  nuisances 
that  formerly  existed. 

As  the  Council  has  adopted  Bye-laws  with  regard  to  Slaughter 
Houses  and  Cow  Sheds,  and  also  the  Local  Government  Board 
require  an  inspection  of  all  Workshops  and  Factories  under  the 
Workshop  and  Factories  Act,  I should  advise  the  Council  to  go  a 
step  further ; and  in  my  opinion  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
Council  to  adopt  Building  Bye-laws.  I do  not  know  of  a single 
instance  of  a District  Council  in  England  or  Wales  that  has  not 
some  control  over  the  property  proposed  to  be  erected,  and  I 
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would  strongly  urge  the  Council  to  discuss  this  matter  at  their 
earliest  opportunity.  Many  houses  even  yet  have  no  Closet 
accommodation,  although  they  are  tenanted  by  large  families. 
I have  brought  this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  some  years,  and  I trust  I shall  not  need  to  refer  to  it 
again. 

Nineteen  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  during  the 
year  ; five  in  Eastern  and  fourteen  in  Western  Gower ; this  has 
reversed  the  order  of  things,  as  before  Eastern  Gower  has  always 
had  the  greater  number  of  cases.  The  death  rate  varies  very 
little  from  last  year,  viz.: — 14.8,  as  compared  with  14.5  in  1906. 
Out  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  108,  14  were  under  1 year,  and 
forty  were  over  65  years  of  age. 

There  were  214  births  registered,  making  a birth  rate  of  29.4 
as  compared  with  28.9  last  year,  and  giving  a death  rate  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  of  56.07  to  a thousand  births  registered,. 

The  question  of  providing  an  Isolation  Hospital  is  still  under 
consideration. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  district  is  sufficient  and 
fairly  good,  but  in  many  instances  the  water  has  to  be  carried 
considerable  distances  in  pitchers,  buckets,  &c.,  and  in  some  cases 
the  inhabitants  use  the  rain  water  collected  from  the  roofs  of  their 
houses  for  drinking  purposes,  so  that  under  these  conditions  the 
general  supply  might  be  greatly  improved.  The  samples  of  water 
sent  away  for  analysis  have  been  found  satisfactory  in  all  cases  but 
one. 

Owners  of  Slaughter  Houses  have  complied  with  the  Bye-Laws 
of  the  Council  to  a very  large  extent.  The  houses  have  been 
inspected,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  there  is  a good  water  supply 
and  drainage,  and  they  are  kept  in  a good  sanitary  condition. 

The  disposal  of  Sewage  is  chiefly  carried  out  by  the  Privy 
Midden  System  ; in  some  cases  earth  closets  are  used.  The  people 
are  urged  to  keep  them  clean  and  in  a sanitary  condition  by  white 
wash,  and  emptying  at  regular  and  frequent  intervals. 
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Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  best  means  available  in  a 
country  district,  we  rely  on  fumigation,  washing  walls,  floors,  &c., 
with  disinfectants,  lime  washing,  sunshine  and  fresh  air. 

The  following  is  a list  of  nuisances  abated,  and  improvements 
in  the  water  supply  during  the  year : — 


Houses  without  proper  Closet  accommodation 
House  drains  choked 
House  in  bad  condition 
Manure  on  Highway 
Cow  Sheds  in  dirtv  condition 
Slaughter  houses  in  dirty  condition 
Dirty  Bakehouse 
Animals  found  and  buried  . . 

Other  nuisances 


16 

10 

1 

2 

8 

2 

1 

1 

5 
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Improvements  of  Water  Supply. 


Bishopston — Repairs  to  Murton  Pump  . . 

Repairs  to  Pyle  Pump 
Enclosing  Killay  Well 
Knelston  ..  Cleaning  Scurlake  Well 
Llanrhidian  Higher.  .Repairs  to  Bankbach  Pump 
Repairs  to  Hall  Pump  and  New  Pump 
Repairs  to  Llotrog  Tap 
Repairs  to  Mill  Tap  and  New  Tap 
Repairs  to  Pencavenny  Pump 
Repairs  to  Penlan  Tap 
Repairs  to  Wern  Tap 
.Covering  Oxwich  Well 
Cleaning  and  repairing  Porteynon  Well 


Oxwich 

Porteynon 


£ s.  d. 

0 17  0 

0 10  6 

1 10  0 

0 1 6 
0 16  3 


0 

0 

0 


4 14  0 

0 7 0 

1 8 0 


7 
6 
7 

2 8 10 
3 6 10 


9 

4 

6 


£17  1 6 
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As  Western  Gower  is  purely  an  agricultural  district,  and 
Eastern  Gower  is  much  the  same,  with  the  exception  that  there 
are  collieries  there,  it  is  a very  difficult  thing  for  me  to  make  a 
report  regarding  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act.  All  the  registered  Workshops  have  been  visited.  No  work 
is  “ put  out  or  taken  in”  under  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Very 
few  employ  any  assistants.  If  so  they  are  merely  apprentices, 
and  the  regulations  regarding  their  employment  is  posted  up  in 
the  various  workshops. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  consideration  they  have  at  all  times  given  to  the 
suggestions  I have  made  ; and  also  for  re-electing  me  for 
another  term  of  office  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  E.  MOLE. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1907  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  » 38*124  Total  population  at  all  ages. . . . 7,266  ) 

of  area  covered  by  water)  . . | Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . 1,594  [ At  Census  of  1901, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4-5  ) 
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TABLE  II.— Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities 
in  1907  and  previous  years. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

Eastern. 

Western. 

Year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

Registered. 

1 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 

mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

; ( 

Births 

Registered, 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages 

1903 

4713 

162 

61 

17 

2553 

55 

40 

1904 

4713 

150 

75 

18 

2553 

41 

47 

1905 

4713 

192 

74 

13 

2553 

41 

45 

1906 

4713 

178 

63 

10 

2553 

82 

43 

• • 

• • 

• ^ 

1907 

4713 

165 

69 

7 

2553 

49 

39 

<u 


in 

■w 

<v 

p 


5 

6 
2 
2 
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TABLE  III.— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 

during  the  Year  1907. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Cases 
notified 
in  whole 

Total  Cases  notified  in  each 
Locality. 

District. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Eastern. 

Western. 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous 
Croup 

3 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

10 

1 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Totals  . , , . , . 

19 

5 

14 

Isolation  Hospital— Swansea  Fever  Hospital. 


1 year. 


TABLE  IV.  -CAUSES  OF,  AND  ACES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1907. 
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TABLE  V.-INFAMTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 
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